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Our first week of summer program, the group 
decided to hike into the forest park to see what 
we could find.  It wasnôt long before the children 
spotted the fire pits.  One child bent over to take 
a close look inside and the others followed.

It all startedé



Childrenõs Observations:
The children picked up, turned, tapped, crumbled the black pieces.
ñThis is burnt up wood.ò
ñItôs blackéblack wood.ò
ñLooké my hand is dirty.ò
ñHow did it get dirty?ò
ñThe black wood is on my hand.ò
N:  ñThat black wood is called charcoal.  Artists use charcoal for sketching.ò
Immediately they began to draw on the rocks,  They were very excited to see 

their success in covering the rocks with black.



Back at Valhalla, we documented our experience.

C Harlow says:  ñHereôs grass and a 

tree and a rock we painted.  I liked 

that the best.ò

(His illustrations show his special 

way of viewing his environment, 

simple representations that are 

very readable by all.)

Caius says:  ñI saw this happening.  I 

was drawing on a rock.  Myles 

appeared.  I said how about playing 

Star Wars and Myles said OK.  

Autumn was dashing behind Myles 

and Myles was dashing in front of 

me.ò

(Caiusô illustrations include balloons 

for dialogue which he asked me to 

write in.)



The next day, the children wanted to go back to the park to do 
more charcoal drawing but this time we took along sheets 
of paper to draw on (to provide a variation of texture for 
the charcoal work and give the children the option to take 
their art home to share their experience and process with 
their parents).

Where does charcoal come from?  How is charcoal made?  To 
illustrate this process, our plan would include building a 
fire.

Plan:  at the fire ring we will discuss what is involved in 
building a fire, we will follow the directions the children 
give and we will see if the fire starts and burns.  Then there 
will be a discussion after to share their success or failure.

Safety considered: we will be next to the creek, we already 
have designated spots for building a fire in, we will have 
pails and shovels for putting it out safely.

Unknowns:  What do the children know about fires?  Will 
there be any fears?  



Harlow: ñWe found two sticks.ò

Myles: ñWe made them into 
skateboards.ò

Taz: ñWe went down to the river.ò

Harlow: ñWe drawed on paper with 
coal.ò

Myles: ñwith charcoal.ò

Taz: ñThen we made a fire.ò

Mateo: ñWe cooked 
marshmallowsénah!ò

Natalie: ñHow did you make a fire?ò

Taz: ñWe put leaves inécrunched 
up.ò

Winter: ñWe felt to see if they would 
crunch.ò

Harlow: ñWe put sticks in.ò

Taz: ñand old manôs beard.ò



MY OBSERVATIONS:
Å Myles and Harlow are like ñtwo peas in a podò.  They always can find 

an opportunity to be creative in their dramatic play.  They love the 
forest environment for their pretend play.  Today, their observant 
eyes spotted two little sticks and immediately they became 
skateboards.  They are curious and observant about everything 
around them and without forgetting about their skateboards, were 
able to quickly join into the activity around the firepit.

Å Taz has been drawn to the river,  She explored its bank, reached into 
its coldness to investigate its contents, and sat quietly on its mossy 
bank to just listen.  When talking about the fire building, she quickly 
brought the discussion back to the topic discussed, she recognized 
the distraction. Taz is a deep thinker.  You can see her keenly intent 
on what she studys and her recollection of events is ñright onò.

Å Mateo always wants to be included.  He has learned he likes to 
comment in the discussions.  This  motivates him to share his strong 
memory of ñfiresò  including  marshmallows.  He quickly recognized 
it did not apply to our experience and gracefully in his gentle way, 
added his ñnahò.

Å Winter also enjoys sharing in the discussions.  She is cautious about 
trying things but keenly observant when others take the lead.  Her 
wisdom is as an onlooker and in this sense she shares what others 
have not yet.  Like in the ñSlocan Valleyò project when we were 
making paper mache mountains. Winter has entered this 
exploration of charcoal  and the materials for building a fire, using 
all her senses.  She is sharing  her perceptions of the tactile 
elements of leaves, charcoal, old manôs beard (she has combined old 
manôs beard with witchôs hair to create her own ñfox hair manò).

Å Soma, like Winter has connected to this project with all her senses.  
They have been engrossed in the charcoal drawing.  When the 
others have moved on to play, Soma and Winter continued with 
their drawing on rocks and then on paper, deep in their own little 
world oblivious of time and the activity around them,  



We built the fire: crumpled dry  leaves, old 
manôs beard, little sticks and larger 
sticks in that order.  It lit immediately 
and burned great.  

We mixed up some bannock and cooked it in 
a frypan over the fire.  We ate the whole 
thing!

After putting the fire out with water from 
the river, we stirred up with dirt until 
everything was cold/

Back at the center, the children documented 
their experience:

Mateo: ñI make rocks around the fire.  Then 
Iôm making all the kids.  First Iôm going 
to draw you, Natalie, cause you are the 
leader.ò

Harlow: ñI drawed the old manôs beard.ò
Natalie: ñThen what?ò
Harlow: ñsticks.ò
Taz: ñI already put all the sticks, the little 
sticks and the big sticks.ò

Soma: ñIôm making all the people around the 
fire.ò

Winter: ñThereôs the fox hair man.ò
Natalie: ñI can write that for you.ò
Winter: ñIôm not done yet.  I drawed Myles 
with two eyes! Ha!ò

Harlow: ñwith two glasses?ò
Winter: ñwith big hair.ò

Mateo: ñThatôs the fire.ò


